Musica Jazz Antiqua

. After researching early jazz and reading about themusic | wanted to hear
how it sounded, thus beginning the “Musica Jazz Amqua” to play and hear the live

music.

MUSICUM JAZZ ANTIQUA — The Musicum Jazz Antiqua, along with the Northshore Big Band,
performed Jan. 31 ata concert at Mandeville's First Christian Church. From left, seated, are Carl
Putnicki, Joanna Allaire, Dr. Karl Koenig, Fred DeSmith; standing, Don Taylor, Everett Watson,
Carl Cutrer, John Bell, David Golden, Paula Kurrus and Wes Pierce. Also in the group are Laura
Lamb, Terry Johnson and Everett Link.
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Jazz evolution explained at concert

MANDEVILLE — On Thurs-
day, Jan. 31, the Northshore
Big Band and the Musicum
Jazz Antiqua performed and
lectured at Mandeville’s First
Christian Church.

Dr. Karl Koenig, member of
Northshore Big Band and
director of Music at First
Christian Church, explained
the development and evolu-
tion of the jazz and dance
band.

The concert began with the
“Comus Waltz,” dated 1877,
the oldest arrangement in the
repertoire of the Musicum
Jazz Antiqua.

The dance style of the
Quadrille was explained and
the group played an old Quad-
rille to illustrate musically
what this piece of music
sounded like. Other examples
were performed of musical
styles, such as an early

cakewalk and rag, the earliest
blues (which was published
out of New Orleans), the first
arrangement using mutes for
brass instruments and the
first arrangement with an
enlarged instrumentation.

John O'Meara sang, with
the accompaniment of the
band, one of the first “rap”
pleces entitled “Brown Skin,
Who You For?”

The band played the first
piece that the word jazz
appeared on entitled “Coconut
Grove Jazz" and an arrange-

ment written by American -

negro composer William
Grant Still, “Camp Meeting
Blues.” The band then played
piece called “Jogo Blues,” also
known as “St. Louis Blues.”
The blues song entitled “Snag
1t" by Joe Oliver was played in
the old traditional style and
featured an authentic inter-
pretation of the clarinet solo

by Carl Putnickl.

The first half of the concert,
which featured the Musicum
Jazz Antiqua, ended with a
ragtime number called “Ten-
nessee Jubilee.”

After a bilef intermission,
the Northshore Big Band took
the stage opening with the
original arrangement of Duke
Ellington's “Mellow Tone.” .
This set the mood for the rest
of the concert,

“Mood Indigo,” written by
New Orleanian Lorenzo Tio
Jr., the original arrangement
of “St. Louis Blues” and the
recent arrangement of “New
York, New York” were all play-
ed by the band.

The band played an old
arrangement of the waltz, “If I
Had My Way” and an old New
Orleans tune called “Tar Baby
Stomp,” now known as “In the
Mood.”















The Band played the New Orleans Jazz and Heritagivial a number of
times. Below we see the band in one of the bigstanthe festival.
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It was a real honor to be asked to play for Donaldswille’s celebration
of native Claiborne Williams Day, Feb 26, 1996. ltvas also an honor to
be given the keys to the city on that day. | had aanged some music by
Williams and his trombone playing brother Harry.
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