Laguna Beach

Karl Koenig’s activities as Band Director at LagunaBeach High School.
My activities as band director, conductor of the Pgaent of the Masters, and
founder of Laguna’s Patriot’'s Day Parade.

The Valley Forge Freedom Foundation’s Award
Laguna Beach Patriot’'s Day
(see page 39 for history of First Patriot’'s Day Pade)

While teaching band at Laguna Beach High School Idunded what was

called “Patriot’'s Day. It was on Washington’s Birthday and was founded to
acknowledge the efforts of our patriots and armed drces that served

America. It was not in any way political. The mainactivity was a parade in

which Walter Knott was Grand Marshall. It was a huge success and is
continued to this day. A scrapbook was made and semo The Freedom

Foundation located in Valley Forge, Pa. The town of.aguna Beach and |

received the honors of that establishment and | resved a medal and

certificate for my efforts on behalf of spreading @triotism.

Below are articles and pictures was part of the sapbook which was
used to show my patriotism throughout my life. | bgan entertaining our
troops during the Second World War. | moved west toLaguna Beach to
teach at the high school in around 1964. | was agg in community affairs
and wrote a column for the local newspaper. | alsavas honored to be chosen
to conduct ‘the Pageant of the Master and also pled organ at St.
Katherine’s Catholic Church.



f[-?/ﬂs’. Karl [ @@mg Joins

Laguna [Music Eacull

The Lomplemm of the La-
.guna Beach music department
has been changed this vear by
cthe addition of & new instru-
{mental music instructor, Mr.
| Karl Koenig. I
- The new teacher directs the
shigh school band, intermediate
|band, beginning instruments,
|-and string and wind ensemble.

Mr, Koenlg has come to LB

bers
mentary students to encourage
them to play a musical instru.
ment and eventually ceme into
the high schogl band when they
are old encugh. The concert con-
sisted of playing a few selec
tions for the students and then
having band members show and

in the past

Mr. Koenig had band mem-

present .a concert to ele-

v

demonstrate the different ine
struments.
Other ambitions Mr. Koenig

plans to institute into the band
program are purchasing some
badly needed new instruments
and eguipment, introducing var-
ied instrumentation in the band,
and working on more musical
shows to be presented at foot-
ball games.

HS from Maryland where he
played in and direcled many dif-
-ferent bands. He proposes te
 build up the entire school sys. |
‘tem  band program startmpf
|fr0m the bottom fgrade sechool)
to the top (high schoolr.

For the past three vears the|
|mu51c department has bheen en-
tirely handled by Mr. Dwain
i Miller, buf this year the music
Iprogram has grown large
‘enough to employ a second in-

i
I
|
§

istructor. In the past AMr Miller
“hag taught hoth  instvumental
and vocal muste. This vear Mr

Miller
music.

The new director hopes ta
‘build up the prestige and sup-
port for the band. fte wants to
cincrease the music ard march-
[ing ability over its pertormance|

is teaching only vocal
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One o1 .-t daye when they “Strike Up the Band” it just
nay e a ne zuma Beach City Baud blaring forth, Sounding
out that po s} is the Laguna Beack Schools Adult Education
depariment.

Far the firs! lime band instruction is being {ncluded in
the dult education program at Leguna Reach Righ School,
according to Owen Tait, adull education director, Angone,
he says, with talent, lateni ialent or who would ke to
plumb for talent and learn-fo play a nuslcal instrument. |
will be welcomed.

Heading the wew class is Lagune Beach High School's new
music instructor Karl Koenig and it is he who sees the pos-
sibility of developing a city band. R

“1 came to Laguna Beach to aceept a chellenge of helping
to develop a community music .program,” Keenlg sald, Hopes

M Seunds Uit for Gy amnds

have been expressed that a ¢ity band might be the result, Tait

ments duting the coming year and anyone interested in the pro-
gram is asked to call him at his office. . -
Tait said Koewnig comies Lo Lagind ut-l'fh a i;wkﬁlmu‘r’ad
ful conumunity band organization. uring the
';({n: u:gg:g 710 (;Jluyed in 7SO shows and later in the Air
Ferce Rand, After 2,600 plus hours as ¢ voluntesr enter-
taining troops, Koenfg was E speclnl guest of President
Harry Truman at the Wiite House,  ~
‘iin%nig. an outstanding athlete while in high sehagl, turas
ed down.an apportunity te ptay major league basebalt to clon~.
tinue his music. His father, Henry Koenig, was & major les-
gue bal player in the days of Mel 'Ott and Digzy Dean. .

Band Plays

Director Karl Koenig
Marching Band have been
the Coliseum tomorrow du

prT——

On

and his spiffy new LBHS
invited to strut their stuff in
ring the UCLA-University of

Washington game’s halftime. With them will be Major-
ette Valerie Sund and Laguna’s 10-girl LBHS flag corps.

Twenty-four outstanding Southerrn California high
school bands will be introduced one-by-one prior to the
game, each entering the Coliseurmn playing their school
song. The Artists, ninth to enter, will play a new

march written by Koenig

which the band is trying to

introduce as a new school song.

The Laguna Band, decked out for the occasion in
snappy new white gloves and boots will leave here by bus
at 6 am. for an 8 a.m. mass-band marching rehearsal.

They’ll be treated to lunch
l ball game,

and admitted free to the foot-

LB AMarching

Attend UCLA Band Day

The LBH3S Marching Band,
Drill Team, ard Flag Covps tra.
cveled to the Los Angeles Coli-
jseum Oct. 15, to participate in
lthe 17th Annual UCLA Band
|Day half-time ceremony.

The Artist Band, along with
27 other high school hands,
took part in the “Parade of
the Bands” during half-time
of the UCLA-Penn Staie foot-
| ball game,

LBHS was the only band fo
play an origina! coposition,
the “Artists’ March” composed

and directed by band leader Mv.!'

Karl Koenig. Another distine.
tion the Artists had was being
the only school with a drill team
at Band Day.

Upon arriving at the West.
wood campus, the 28 bards re-
hearsed the half-time cetemony,
and then proceeded to the UCLA
campus Terrace Room where

Musicians

they were served lunch.

The Artist Band is now
planning a fund-raising drive,
Hopes are high after last
Year's suecessful campaign of
huying a new stereo console
with money earned from sell-
ing record club subscriptions.
This year’s drive is needed in
order to earn more money to
buy needed instruments and
uniforms. !

It was recently announced by .
I Mr. Koenig that Laguna Beach':
High will have the honor off
fiosting the annual District Mu-
sic Festival, This will be the
flrst time Laguna Beach has
i had the honor.

[

o

dectared. He said instruction will be given on all musical instru- .
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| WORTH supPORT

As last year's Commander of
the local American Legion Post

and following the Memorizal Day

Program in Heisler Park, I com-

{mended the local high school

band for its performance and

| recommended ‘that the city con-

struct a band shell at the Park
and arrange for the hand to give
regular concerts during the
summer.

I believed it would be excel-
lent experience for the young
musicians, give them the pride
of public service and recogni-
tion, provide enjoyment for the

| public and would attract visitors

to our fair city. I recalled the
many pleasant afternoons our
own family had spent at parks
relaxing fo the music of a good
hand. )

Schoo! bands and orchestras
give the students something
extra te do. Many nowadays
have too much idleness and that

1often leads to mischief. Learn-
1ing to play an instrument or to

sing gives a person a talent
from which he can derive a
life-long pleasure.

I would like to see our band
in the Rose Parade and other

| public events. The San Clemente
‘| High School band went fo the

recent East-West Game in san
Francisco.

It has given me a lot of
pleasure to see my idea develop
into a plan that may come o
pass. )

I have reference te the Pa-
triots’ Day Parade and program
sponsored by the loeal chapter
of the DAR and the Exchange
Cluh. Every Lagunan should
support this project.

With all due respect to our
excellent high school, its musie
department needs a lot of help.
This has been due to a lack of
funds. The current drive for
funds and the Freedom Founda-
tion Award, if received, will go
a long way to correct the de-
ficiencies.

All of us should commend !

the DAR and Exchange Club
for taking the lead and should
get behind this worthy project.
0. W. Price
L?guna Beach



MARCHING TO 'Bl

TIME'—When the

Artists and Foothill footb

all players take off for

a breather at half fime fonight the LBHS band will take over fo star in a stellar "Salute
to the U.S.: North, South, East and West. Joining the band in the debut of their "new
look" will be a cast of hundreds [fwo)—students from all the music groups and schoel

clubs,

Band members ready to make the Big Noise (above, from left} are Larry Her-

bert, Mason Norwood, Cheryl Haverty, Ron Beard and Steve Kinney.

'‘Big Time' at Half Time

Laguna Righ's IS

Band De

Laguna Beach High will go~

"Big Time" at half time while
Artist and Fooihill football
players take a breather at to-
night's game.

Therell be anything but a
lull for spectators, who will be
treated to the new lock of the
19§5~65 LBHS Marching Band.
Thinking big for their debut
performance, theme of their
premiere production is “A° Sa-
lute to the United States: North,
South, East and West.” The
band will march inte various
Iormations symbolic of these
areas playing music traditional-
Iy identified with each region. ,

Also on.the program is for-
mation of the United Stafes
Flag, the Statue of Liberty, al
salute to Laguna Beach and a
salute to football.

L

i musie

Some 200 students will par-
ticipate in the half time event.
The regular LBHS band con-
sists of only 35 students, but
another 15 have been recruit-
ed from the junior high to
achieve the number of bands-
men needed to make the for-
mations. Also performing will
be the high school choir, the
Flag Corps, LBHS cheer lead-
ers and song leaders, the Pep
Club and the EKey Club, a
boys’' service organization
The latter two groups have
been active in behind-the-
scene preparations, too, mak. -
ing props to be used in to-
night's show.’

Directing the ambitious pro-
duction is Karl Koenig, new!
this year to the Laguna Schools|
department. Assisting}
Koenig are Dwain Miller, choir’
director, and Regina Griswpld,:
faculty advisor of the Pep
Club. i

Additional

e s

assistance - came'
(See Band Page 2)

-

ew Niarching
buts in ‘Spectacular’



No 'Frill A

Laguna Beach High Scheool’s indefatigable music
director, Karl Koenig, is bound and determined te do hig :
things with his vouthful musicians and we wish him well. -

Unfortunately, music is one of those subjects apt
to be regarded as “frills” by certain parents and school .
boards are understandably leery about coming out
strongly in favor of a solid music program, especially i
when it involves spending money. i

The Laguna Beach schools’ musical efforts have suf-
fered from this diffident approach. When Gean Austin,
retired last vear, no full time music teacher was hired
to take his place in the elementary schools. Koenig has,
been going down to Aliso schooel for an hour a day and
a classroom teacher is doubling as music teacher at El
Morro. Would-be music students at Thurston are in-
corporated into the high school program where possible. .

This is in startling contrast to the vigorous music
programs in effect in some netghboring school districts |
which boast full time instrumental and choral instruc-:
tors, bands of all sorts, from Dixieiand, to marching, to :
concert, plus enough choral groups to put on first-class .
musical programs throughout the year.

Some Laguna parents, it seems. object to paying the
required band instrument rental. Others encourage their
youngsters to drop out of music classes in order to take .
“something more useful.” ‘

So far as cost is concerned, monthly instrument -
rental doesn’t amount to more than the cost of a couple
of weeks' cigarettes or a bottle of decent booze. Make
that candy or salted nuts if you don’t indulge in vices. '

About “something more wuseful.” What could be
more useful in a frantic werld than the ability, however
amateurish, to sooth the soul with a little self-made
music? [t's cheaper than tranquilizers and better for
the heaith.

S0 junior doesn’t turn info a Paganini after the
third lesson? The agreeable thing about music-making is
that its beneficial eﬂet,ta are available even to the icss
than gifted performers. .

Algebra II 'may tade into distant memory, hut
music s never lost. Anyone who has ever participated
in a musical group will at least find more joy in listening.

For those who are concerned about the state of
modern youth, be it noted that the delinquency rate
among kids who are actively engaged in school music
programs is statistically way below average in the teen- -
age group. |

Think fwice before dismissing school music as a l
“frill.”~B.K.



Pete Fulmer wrote this article for his newspaper domn and mentions that |
was making plans for a parade before anyone but meg# and my students
worked at it. The music program needed help that itvas not getting from the
school administration and the students in the bangrogram were not treated
equally as the art department and the physical edepartment.

Laguna’s My Studio
By Pete Fulmer

The youths want to play and to march. “They want ad need audiences. Karl
is going to give them a chance

It is to be a Patriot’'s Day parade. To someone agive as Karl, this seems to
be a good theme for youth, an appropriate hame fom parade on Washington’s
birthday, something which should appeal to the ente community.

He hears all this talk about youth centers, doingyood for the youth, giving
them constructive, fun and creative projects. On Tkevision he watches parades with
entries from high schools throughout the country.

Karl tries to ignore the lack of enthusiasm he regeives from everybody —
except the kids. So, he keeps thinking of the kids and a marching band and band
concerets. He looks for every excuse to offer thegh school youths a chance to play.
They are even serving as a pit orchestra for the Witer Festival’'s show, the Winter
Revue, which will be an outstanding production thisseason. Largely because of the
school’s participation.

Karl makes it sound so easy, ‘If the merchants wdd contribute onlyh one
percent of their profits for only one day, we wouldbe on our way to big things.”

But he comes down to earth long enough to face tlfi@cts of life — the difficulty
of communicating the youths’ enthusiasm.

It was in his mind as he walked by darkened storeBriday night, when some
merchants couldn’t even have an open door hospitdyi for their own good. He said
it, when he observed that our column of last weelslapping restaurants on the wrist
for a lack of community conscience) as exactly whaie has experienced.

But, saying this, he continued marching Friday nigt — walking through the
mist of the long way from downtown to the Art Cente. The band, footing all the
way, paused at a filling station for a number, stoped at the Pottery Shack. The
band played more numbers, and warmed by coffee andookies served by Joyce
Clark, accepted rides back to the school where theyontinued to play right up to the
door of the band room.

Who, but a bumble bee, would know that youths wodl have fun playing for

merchants and residents, walking the dark streetsnirain — and loving every bit of
it?



Don’t underestimate this local bumble bee of ours- Karl Koenig. He is going
to fly. He is Mr. Music Man who will lead our youths right out of town to join a big
parade. . .some day soon.

Meanwhile, he will hold more meetings, even if nene comes. The kids will
continue to sell candy door to door and holiday nakns. They will parade. They will
toot themselves right into your heart. Karl naive?No, not really! Not as much as
you — if you think he won’t make it.

It was just as Christmas should be. The night aivas moist. One could almost
feel the mist as warm snow melting on the face. Mig\g was the slush and biting
cold. This was our feeling Friday evening when thnogs visted shops and stores in
the downtown area.

Only after the stores had closed, and the hours dfospitality were over, did
the rains come to remind us that it was not Christras Eve nor snow that had fallen.

But the spirit was there. Friends and neighbors ayssed paths and exchanged
greetings. Store owners welcomed visitors, urgindiém to sigh up for prizes, and, in
many instances, offered refreshments.

The magic of the evening was made by the youths whsang and played
Christmas music — Girl Scout Brownies, high schoothoral groups and the high
school band.

We wonder how many really know the story of thesgouths who paraded
from shop to shop playing carols — or of their leadr who has fired them up.

Karl Koenig, music instructor and band leader, cane to this community one
year ago. He came to a school that owned an insufént number of battered
outdated musical instruments.

The marching band had no uniforms. The music depament though it
functioned academically, was not community orientedin civic functions.
Performances were limited. Motivation was lacking.

All is different today. And, it is because of thedogged spirit, inspiring
leadership, and unalterable determination of Karl Koenig.

He has a flaw. Doesn’t everyone? He is like the mble bee that doesn’t know,
according to the laws of aerodynamics, it is impogse for him to fly. He does it,
anyway.

So it is with Karl Koenig. He is as naive about th facts of life (in Laguna) as
that bumble bee. He has called for help, written aganizations, made elaborate plans
for a parade on Washington’s birthday.,

Nobody — almost literally nobody — has respondedAnyone else but Karl
would look as battered as the instruments he is tigg to replace.

Not Karl. He enthused his band members to walk thetreets last Friday night.
A member sold holiday napkins to help the fund. Otlkrs contacted merchants on a
preliminary basis to sigh them up to help with a Jauary fund raising concert.
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by Mason Norwood | who played football will now reached its highlight when the.
With the conclusion of La-i be available.
guna’s last home football game,! This is the ﬁrsL year Lagunaiwith 23 other high schoot

the LBHS hand will turn its Beach has

fArtist band was chosen along

marching | marching bands in southern Cal-

attention from marching to con- blnd and the performane of itiifornia ?0 attend the 16th An-;
eert pevformance as the mem- {has been commended by Dr.jnual UCLA Band Day Nov. 6.

bers begin preparaiion for the Don Bedard, principal, and Divy
uproming Christmas concert, William Ullom,
Band director Karl Koenig ! of =schools.

has ordered several Selections
for the Christmas show. .
Among these is the series of
tanes from the popular mod-
ern Broadway musical “Fhe
Sound of Music”. i
Mr. Koenig reports that the .
; band was siightly siall for °
: marching performances, .
. whieh somewhat hanipered !
the scope of the shows the
band could put on. But for
' goncert work he adds that his
group is well instrinented
slm‘e some of the bundimen
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’Nm;w That Tlassic'

3 B
Winners Announced

; KM&& faguans Beach
g-“lti;h SKehonl wmasdc  divector,
Y han snaounved the following
"'1'3;1:%“#71 nf the schoun] hanl's
1 “sName That Clasalc™ contest,
| The conlest was held In the
i high school anditorion.
|

|

' Flirat place winner was
Jomes L. Fleming, 388 Look.
ous Dr.: sevond, Gean Henrls,
908 SL Ann's Dr, and third,
| Joseph Hemelz, 705 8t Ann's
| B, A
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superintendent
Marching  season

Already Mr. Koenig is look-
ing forward fo mext year's
marching activities. He hopes
to improve the quality of the
1966-67 band by conc enlm,tmg .
on this fall's shortcomings.

1 In other band activities, the’
LBHS group has presented con.
certs for Aliso and El Morro
elementary schools, Thurston
Intermediate, and St. Catherine’s
Catholic School to encourage
i students to play a musical in-
strument. In reports from both
10f the !-‘lomer\tary schools, over
50 youngsters have signed up

Band' Concert
Winners Told

Laguna Beach High Schosd
music direcior Karl Koenig
has announced ile ﬁ:linwingi
winners of the sehoal band's
Hams That Clazsic” conlest,
hatd In the high achool awdis

Sforium last Saturday olght,

First place winner was
Jamas L, Flaming, 386 Look-
out Dirive; secend, Gean
Moarix, 709 3% Ann's Drive
and third, Joseph Huartsy, 705
£8. Awnn's Drlve,

A spacial award for band
parenis wen? to Grant Wehiel,



| wrote a number of columns for the local newspaperThe one below is about the

role of the band director, his students and the arbf music.

By ¥arl lKoenig d

Besides problems of rehears.
g and pudting together a
marching hand, the biggest job
of a high school band director
in the fall is to get individual
studenls to again assume the
task of daily practice.

To acguive proficiency In any
skill one needs to do two things:
1) to practice and experience
Jthis skill, and, 2) to understand
the scienve of progress and eval-
uate time spent bo insure use-
ful experience.
| Within the iotal function of

any school instrumental pro-

gram fihe band directer must
ook at the student from the
individual standpoint and as an
integral part of a functioning
unit or group, Further diver-
| sification is caused by the ex-
isting neterogeneocus ability and
instrumentation found in schooi
bands.

It is agreed thal every young
student should have individual
help 1o insure correct habits
land musical advaneemern:, Many
instrumental students solve the
problem of individual needs by
acquiring private instructions.

The per cent of sfudents us

gally taking these Jessons is
ususlly arovnd haif. In some
of the best high schiool bands
the per cent is in the high
80s. In our high school band
it is eight per cent. BMany
parents do nol umdersiand
why exira lessons are needed.
for their children, many can-
not atford lessons, while ath-
ers are not interested in se.
eming them,

© The problem of the progress

&J@IEEHMH;IEMQE T P e R ﬁ-:d' Hﬂfﬁﬂ]ﬁ“ﬁlal

;‘mél]EIIE:5EIIa’.‘iEEH?EEEJEilﬁ?sliﬁ%EHE?Iiéiﬂém&lﬂ?ﬁiﬁi|Iiii.a‘iiéliiéilijiiiiI|iﬁiIEIi—‘f?EiI!J%EIi!iiléEiiﬂiHE?&EE!E%EEIEEIEHEEEElE@J!IE@JiEE?Hﬁ!%ﬂiil‘ﬁéﬁ‘rﬁﬁéiiﬁﬂi

of each student and the assur-

ﬁ

I?“"

ance of individual progress is

put inio the lap of the director

and he iz told to do the best he
CAan.
these individuals personsal skills,
many or most fimes while oth-
ers are sitting waiting at a Te-
hearsal, or teach these skills to
the group as a unit. As an ex-
ample: to, teach how to get a
good tone o an individual on
a cenrtain ingtrument and to cor-
rect the faults that need to be
corrected, usually by frial and
errer, 18 a personal characteris-
tic and should be correctad in a

different atmosphere, and not

have the,rest of the msemb?
just sitting there,

How, then, is a director going
to insure musical progress to so
many? He can not, of course.
He can only atiempt to heip the
Individuals that are the most
i need of help, Muech depends
on the individual plavers. In
other words, the student has to
be able to understand what,
how and why of musical pro-
gress.  Being left entirely on
his own without any continuous

guidance or direction is too big.

a responsibility for a yeung stu-
denit. The student, either one
kaking private lessons or not,
needs to know how to practice
to become a good musician,
This year's band at Laguna
High should be one of the
best in concert work, With
the addilion of new insiru-

ments and o few new faces, |

the suceass of this year's band
will depend on tweo things:

the desire of the indivigual ;
student and how suceessinl.

-his vractice time is,

" His Job then is to teach





























































| wrote a weekly column for the Laguna Post Newspagy while teaching at
the high school



























Patriot's Day Parade

| was the band director at Laguna Beach High Schddeginning in 1975.
This was during the Vietham War. The war veterans eturning were not being
treated well by many American citizens. | did not éel the same and | wanted to do
something for our brave men. | approached Dr Ullomthe superintendent and said
that | would like to do something to show support ér our returning men. |
suggested that we could give a parade in Laguna Bda The school had sponsored a
band festival with other bands (36) coming for theestival. | got to know many of
the band directors and felt that they would bring heir band for a parade. |
approached Mrs. Ross and the Daughters of the Rewdion at a meeting and got
their support. | began working putting together a parade. The idea and the early
work on the parade was mine and only mine. Mrs. R@aswould help in getting some
celebrities for the parade. She had approached JohWayne, who wanted to come
but he was to shoot a movie in Mexico during the riie of the parade. She did get
Walter Knott to be the Grand Marshall and bring along his Liberty Bell. With help
from my students we began to gain momentum and lotalubs and individuals
wanted to participate in the parade.

A number of articles began to appear in the locgbapers that were in favor of
a parade. The Mayor, Mr. William Martin and the Council gave their approval and
issued a proclamation. The parade now was gainingiomentum, not only city
approval but was spreading into the county. My studnts and | with the help of The
Daughters of the Revolution were doing just fine ath had things under control.
Things were going better than ever imagined. It waghen | was called into the
superintendent’s office and told that | should handover the project to the Exchange
Club and was told that it was getting too big andhat Ullom didn’t want the school
district and him to get the blame if it failed. It was then that the Exchange Club
came in and offered to take the project over. Justbout all the work had been done.
| had the bands, the special entries and the paradal lined up. We had decided on
the route, the time and the judges. The Exchange @b only job was to run the
parade once it got under way. Once the club agredd take over my hard work my
name was mentioned as ‘lending a helping hand.’

| grew up during the 2" World War and with my brother we were in the
USO entertaining the troupes. We had given out timand talent to 1000’s of hours
entertaining the troops around Washington, D. C. ad even to bases overseas. We
were even invited to the White House and honored biyresident Truman. I, with my
brother, joined the Air Force during the Korean War. Thus | was very patriotic,
more so than the normal American | think. My purpose for organizing the Patriot’s
Day Parade was to honor America. It did not have ayleft or right leaning. It hurts
me that it has turned into a political thing. | don't like that. | conceived the parade
only a tribute to the support of Americans for ourtroops our country and to honor
our first President, George Washington.

Below | give the material that was sent to ValleyForge's Freedom
Foundation and won their medal and award for me andhe Town of Laguna Beach.
The parade had a lot of local support and many pede contributed to the final
effort and results.



I moved from Laguna Beach in 1987 mostly due to Wm’s assumption that |
would not participate in town activities as | had n the past. There was no reason for
this except the band and myself were always doingpings and getting publicity. He
was jealous and as he was in control of my job | dn't feel | could not give my all
with his restrictions. The music program had not ben fully supported by the
administration. This is seem when not only myself it the choral director, Mr.
Miller also resigned for similar reasons.






Below is the article about the Council approving tle parade. | knew that |
had gotten all the bands before the Exchange Clulmbk over the parade and
that the parade was all set to go. They just tookver the work that we had
done. | appreciate the work of the Club but I don’tthink if was fair for them
taking credit for something they did not do. The sperintendent left the next
year for reasons | do not know but suspect what thewere.






Having worked hard and long hours after the teachig day, myself, the
students and Mrs. Ross worked to put this parade gether. All the credit
went to others. Reporters do not always get the tes story and they sure
didn’t this time. Ullum saw to it that | didn’t get the blame nor the credit,
something he would have gotten for the school distt.






There were many expressions of patriotism for theadebration. Richard Holm put
on display a bible once used by Declaration of Ingeendence singer James Wilson.
He also displayed an early American flag of 13 star



The parade did get very good coverage with picturesn the front page of the
newspaper. There was a very patriotic spirit for ths activity and made all
Americans proud to be a part of the celebration.










This column really made me feel bad. So many peoptt credit, with that
credit due them but | am mentioned as ‘Karl Koenig,head of the local high

school's music department was a key helper. Key hm#r, man, that sure
hurts.



Craig Loockwood, at the time Lt. USN wrote a columnon the benefit of a
patriotic parade. If he would have seen me he wouldave led the parade.












| wonder what people thought when | got nominated dr the Freedom
foundation at Valley Forge Award. Did they wonder vy | was nominated?
Why not the Exchange Club? It's because Mrs. Rossnd the DAR knew
who’s idea it was and who did the work before handig it over to the

Exchange Club.



This article gives the true story of the parade andt was the one sent to the Valley
Forge Foundation.



To bring my musical career up to date see my webtsibasinstreet.com. | have now
written over 50 books on early jazz history and gien lectures all over the world












Ex-Bandmaster Proposed For Honor

Below is the medal | received from the Valley Forg&reedom’s Foundation
in 1967 for my organizing the Patriot’'s Parade.









There was some hesitation and apprehension at theginning when | was setting up
a parade. This apprehension dissolved after the scess of the parade and | was
justified in my endeavor and a final boast came aér | and the city was awarded the
Valley Forge Freedom foundation’s action of the awal.






