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| was born at a very early age on August 24, 193®ly mother had
three children — one of each. No — I'm just kidding| had one brother, Henry,
born on Jan. 4, 1931. He was 20 months older then He was born in New
Orleans. My family moved near to Wash. D.C. about 4nonths before | was
born. | was born around 5:30 PM on August 24, 193 the Hospital called
“Washington Sanatorium,” a religious hospital of the 7" Day Adventist faith
in Tacoma Park, Maryland.
One of my earliest remembrances was being carriechimy mother’s
arms in a dark entrance to a house we were renting nearby Maryland in a
town called Brentwood. We soon moved to a house 82" St. in a town next
to the borders of Wash. D.C. and Maryland called Mt Rainier. Later the
town’s claim to fame was that it was the town thathe Exorcist was living in.
Ironically the priest that married me and my first wife (Arlene), Father
Hughes, was the priest in the Exorcist. Anyway, wmoved into the house on
St. It had two bedrooms. | shared one with my brdter. In the back yard
which was not that big, perhaps 200 feet by 200 fgevas a cherry tree, an
apple tree, a pear tree, and a plum tree. On the lo& right corner was a big



tall tree. | can’t remember which kind of tree it was. | think it was a tulip
tree but | remember that on the end of one upper kanch there was a
Baltimore Oriole nest. | always liked that bird and | remember drawing a
picture of it when | was in the first grade. | alsoremember waiting for my
older brother to come home from school sitting onhe curb. It was hard to
have him gone as | was use to playing with him urthe was old enough to go
to school and then | was left alone for one year.

It is hard to remember all that | did when | was growing up. | just
have highlights. | remember trying to climb a chainfence and got caught in
the upper part under my left arm that cut me but it was not real bad. |
remember enjoying the fifth grade and at one time emembered the name of
my teacher but now | can’t remember it. If | do I'll add it to this narrative.

| can remember some things during my early life. remember being
with my mother in the kitchen when she was makinghings for Christmas,
like eggnog and singing “Silent Night” with her. I remember listening to the
radio to all the early radio programs. There was oe called “Night of the
Dead” that was a C.E. Morse production that was relly scary. My brother
and | used to turn out all the lights and lie downnext to the radio and listen
to that program. Then we got T.V. | can remember sme of the early
programs, especially the Western Movie that came oeach night around
5:00. | liked Hopalong Cassidy.

| attended a Catholic School for about the first 4grades. | think |
stopped because we couldn’t afford it any longer ahl| went to the public
school from the 4" grade on through High School. The schools in D.Gad a
better system at this time so when | got to the"5grade | went to a school in
Brooklyn, in Wash. D.C. which was near my Aunt Maes house. We usually
took a bus to school and now and then | would stagfter school for reasons |
don’t remember (it wasn'’t that | was bad as | was agood student in school)



but remember | used to walk home with a girl namedda who lived nearer

the school. She was my first crush. She had a bragh named Carl. When |

went to Junior High School, (Langley Jr. High) | lcst track of her and never

saw her again. | think they moved. | don’t know thesituation but remember

carrying her books home some and one time | was \ither when | was

pulling a wagon that had empty soda bottles that ivas going to get money
for. I, to this day, would like to look her up andjust talk about these early

times.

| began taking music when | was in about the grade. A man from
the music store came over the house and my parented bought an old
piano. | began on that and my brother started on awordion. During this time
we would take trips back to New Orleans in the sumer for about 2 weeks.
Most of the time we either took the train and whenwe finally got a car we
drove down. | remember staying at my grandmother Dagle’s house. It was
really cold getting up in the morning. It was therethat | started playing the
accordion with my brother showing me how. It seemethat we had a chance
to perform for the soldier's and we started doing hat. | don’t remember the
first time we played out but it seemed that duringthe 2@ World War we
were playing out all the time. (More on this later)

At first it was fun to go down to New Orleans but &er a while |
wanted to take our vacation to the Eastern Shore dMaryland. Every time
we went to New Orleans we had to play accordion fothe relatives. We
would spend most of our time visiting all the manyrelatives and it really
wasn’'t much fun for my brother and me. | remember me time we were
staying with my grandmother that we went to schootown there for about a
half a year. | never knew why. | think that we werehaving a hard time in
living because my father didn’'t have a good job. Iremember that in the
neighborhood was a toy factory that had burned andve went through it to
see if any toys were left but found none. | can emeremembering trying to
smoke some during this time but stopped before gajnback to D.C. | think |
felt like a street urchin during that time. But we then went back to D.C. The
time frame is hard to remember as that was over 68ome years ago.

| can remember going downtown to Wash. D.C. on somgeekends on
the street car and visiting various museums. My briner and | must have
been around 12 years old and my mother let us go.h€re was really no
danger during these times, not like it is now. | renember going by myself one
Saturday and got caught in the rain and had to asla policeman how to get
back to the street where | could take a street cahome. It was around the
train station (Union Station) in D.C.

When | went | usually went to what was called “Murphy’s 5 and 10
Store on “F” Street and listened to the piano playethat was there. She
would play any sheet music that you might want to &ar. | also remember
that this place had the tastiest Hot Dog and Root &r | have ever tasted.
When | had the money | would buy myself one. | remmber that they had
separate water fountains for blacks and whites asell as bathrooms. The bus
also had separate places for blacks and whites.



(Pm writing this from memory so it might be mixed up.)

| remember that my mother’s youngest sister Audreycame up and
stayed with us awhile during the war. She worked aa secretary, | think at
the Pentagon. She was attractive and had boy friesd | remember one time
she wanted to get rid of one and asked my brothema me to bother him to
get rid of him and it worked. Don’t remember what we did but it worked.

While | was going to school at Brooklyn | rememberone recess in
school we were out on the playground (one of cindemot grass). We were
playing football and | was tackled and cut my lefleg. The doctor was a block
away from the school and the other students carriedne there and | got it
stitched up. I still have the scar. | also remembehaving a case of appendix
but it wasn’t bad enough to get my appendix takenwat and | still have it in. |
can remember getting my tonsils out and how greahk ice cream tasted that
| had after a while. | also had pneumonia when | wa in the 7" grade. | was
in the hospital for 3 weeks and home for another &eeks. | missed 6 weeks of
school and it really was hard to catch up, especiglin math. | don’t think |
ever did, but in the other subjects it was easiet.liked school but my parents
didn't really understand that they should make me tudy, so until |
understood myself (which was in the 10 grade my marks were average or
even a little below average. In the I and 12 my marks became better and
they were around a "b” average, with an A in histoy and a B in Physics.
While in school | played sports — basketball and keeball. My mother didn’t
want me playing football as she thought | would geturt. So in the 11" grade
our high school didn’'t have football but did have sccer. | played two games
and then broke my left foot. It was in a cast for 6weeks and | remember
getting it of in time to begin playing basketball.l did well at baseball, playing
not only on the high school teams but with the Bog'Club team and then they
asked me to play with what was called the unlimitedeague. | was young for
that (the teams mostly contained grown men) but | &s good at hitting the
baseball and so | began playing with them. Later ivas to get a scholarship
to Maryland Univ. but the Korean War came. | did play some ball while in
the Air Force. | was discharged and had gotten mared and Robin, my first
daughter came along. | began college but couldn’'take the time to play
baseball on the college team. | had to work to supt my new family. | went
to school during the day and worked at a restauraritlub at night 6 nights a
week. | also had to study and during these 3 yeaisgot little sleep. | can
remember carrying Robin in one arm and having an opn book in the other
studying for the next day’s school work. | was sureglad to graduate and
begin teaching band in a Junior High School in Hyasville, Md.
I’m jumping back and forth but I hope you can follow me.

During the War (1941-45) my brother and | would goto various
soldier camps around the D.C. area to entertain th&roops. We would be in a
variety show playing the accordion — we became knowas the accordion
twins, although we weren’t twins and didn’'t look alke. | can remember
saying that | never was a teenager — | went from kid to a grown up during



the war as some of the sights | saw at this earlygya made one grow up quick
and take life more serious then a regular teenaget.remember one time we
went out to Fort Meade to do a show. On the show wwaa magician named
Murphy. He slammed the door of the car on my littlefinger on my left hand.

They took me to the base hospital and the army daat stitched up my left

finger and he put on a big bandage. | remember that just could get my left

hand into the accordion bass. | did the show and #y called me a good
trouper. That made me proud but it was really nothhg and as they say “the
show must go on.”

We played at Walter Reed Army Hospital in Wash. D.C and often
playing in medical wards for the wounded soldiers iad sailors. It brought the
war real close to home. Often we would be playinguo accordions walking
around the ward, stopping at the various beds andlpying for the wounded.
One time | remember turning to play the other sideand on one bed was a
soldier with no arms and had only two little holesin the bandages on his
head. | always thought that we were playing a songntitled “I Ain’t Got No
Body”, a song that was popular at the time. This mde a real impression on
me as one might think. Another time we went into te “MP” mental ward
and one guy had his arms out thinking he was an gtane.

Then there was the time we played at the serviceutd called the
“Stage Door Canteen,” which was across the streetdm the White House.
We often played there and many times we got to me&mous people there.
Margaret Truman would come and sing for the soldies. | met General
Eisenhower and Admiral Nimitz there. They were thee the night we did a
show. After our part of the show | went to sit in he balcony to see the rest of
the performers. | spotted a seat and excused mysei¥er a soldier. When the
lights went on | was sitting in between General Eenhower and Admiral
Nimitz. | remember that Eisenhower recognized me ash remarked, “You did
a good job son. | enjoyed your playing, and thank$or doing what you are
doing for the troops.” Of course | was about 15 atthe time and this
experience was second only to meeting General Pattoear this club on the
sidewalk. He was nice and said hello to my brothesand me but | was scared
to death of him as | had read about him being such great war hero. | can’t
remember all the people | met but | do remember beig invited to the White
House as a reward for the many thousands of hoursdpent entertaining the
troops during the war and got to meet and shake hals with President
Truman and there were other big people there (genais, etc.) that | can't
remember who they were.

| can remember some incidents during my life that rade a lasting
impression on me. One was the time that | was chaséo play baseball on the
all star team game. | was excited about that and fgot to practice my music.
My father found out and stopped me from playing thegame. It really hurt
me as it was a real honor for me to be chosen fohé¢ team but my father
insisted that | didn't do and accept the responsilities of practicing and |
didn’t get to go to the game. Believe me, that relgl taught me a lesson and
from then on | practiced and did what | was supposéo do. | never really was



bad — my brother keep me in line. | remember that anumber of kids in the
neighborhood set the woods on fire. Just before tlgedid my brother took me
home as he didn’t want to do what they wanted to doThey got into trouble
but my brother keep me from going with them. | remenber one time my
father and mother had to go out to have my father egister for the draft so
they left us alone. When they came home they caughbs climbing on the
dresser and jumping down on the bed. We got puniskiefor that but seldom
did we get whipped. My father had a belt, a barbers type, and | remember
only twice getting whipped with it. Nothing that wauld be called child abuse
but a few swings of that on my back side really hur | remember the other
time | put in my pants a magazine and | don’t thinkhe knew it was there but
the whipping didn’t hurt that much that time. He mi ght have known it and it
was the thought that | had done something wrong anthat once he got home
from work he would punish me. | never did anythingreal bad to get in
trouble with the police but probably just little things like, playing in front of
the back window playing ball and breaking the windev. | was told not to
play ball in front of the window and not only that | did disobey but that it
cost money to repair the glass in the window. My taer did not have a good
education not getting past the ¥ grade and had jobs more of labor then
education. These jobs didn’t always pay that much. grew up right after the
depression and of course we didn’'t know we were pogo we didn’'t miss all
the things that other might have had. Most of the pople in our neighborhood
were about the same. But we seldom went hungry. Emember having bread
and gravy at some meals and our big meal was on Siey after church. The
custom was to go to church, then stop at the bakegnd buy doughnuts. We
would do this and go home and have doughnuts and féee or milk and then
my mother would begin to cook for our meal which wa usually around 2:00.
| do recall that the day we got an electric refrigeator. Before that we had an
ice box and | remember the ice man coming around Big ice. He often
would give us kids some of the ice chips that he mi@ when he chopped a
block of ice for a housewife. | also remember getig coal to burn in the
furnace. That was the way we kept warm during the \mter. We would have
a coal bid that would hold the coal in the cellarMost of the time one load
would last us throughout the winter. | can remembergetting milk delivered
at our house and when | could | would try and eatlte cream of the milk
which came to the top, mostly in the winter, whichmade the milk a diet milk
when all the cream was gone. This | was not suppak& do and | didn’'t do it
much, just a few times. A big thing in those days &s the movie house. On
Saturday they would have a double feature and a ses like my favorite
“Hawk of the Wilderness” in which a chapter would be shown every
Saturday. The movies would cost 5 or 6 cents and wh | was given another 2
cents | could buy some candy to eat during the mowi The prices were cheap
compared to today’s prices. Milk was about 11 centa quart and bread was
about 6 cents a loaf. A penny meant something in dise days.

On Easter Sunday most people would get a new set@immer clothes. | got
some new clothes in some years but not every yeadkd some richer people



did. After church we would go around to our friend’s houses and look at
their Easter baskets with the colored eggs and vaus types of candy. |
remember dying some eggs with my mother in the kiteen. She always
seemed to make each holiday special, even withoutl@ of money. | can
remember when | was real young going to bed and layg there thinking of
Santa Claus. Growing up during the war | didn’t hawe ‘real’ toys. Most of
the toys during the war were paper ones. No metabys as the war effort took
all the metal. | do remember before the war that Ihad a set of lead metal toy
soldiers and played with them on the ground underhe front porch. | also
remember having an electric train at some time wheim was older. When my
mother’s father died, she could only take either myorother or me down with
her to attend the funeral in New Orleans. She tookne but to comfort my
brother | had to give him my red wagon. | don’t remember anything about
the trip but at that time one could take a young chd on the train without
paying any extra fare.

Having begun to play accordion for the troupes meanthat most of the time
my brother and | were playing on most weekends anckally, we played often
during the week. Most of the places we played wer@ound D.C. and as we
didn’'t have a car at the time and we usually tookhe bus or a cab which was
paid for by the USO. Often we played at the Stageddr Canteen which was a
club for soldiers that was across from the White Hose. Often there were big
name people there. Often people from the White Howesfirst family came. |
also met a number of Hollywood stars but can’'t remmber who they were. |
remembered Peter Lorre was one. He heard our act ahsaid that if we ever
came to Hollywood to look him up and he would try ad help us. | often
wonder what would have happened if we did go out #re. We had an act
that was close to the one the Smothers Brothers ditt wasn’t a scripted act
but more of music and spontaneous humor. The audiee seemed to like it
and most of the time we ‘stole’ the show. | rememlave played the popular
songs of the day, | remember “Twilight Time’ and een the “Light Cavalry
Overture,” Mexican Hat Dance,” “Tumbling Tumble Weed,” and others. We
also sang as my voice had not changed yet. Wherdit | think it was the end
of my singing on stage.

We played at different USO clubs — one | remember &s run by the
Salvation Army. We used to play there about once week for the soldiers.
After the war was over the people there presentedsuwith a ping pong table
for what we had done for them during the war. We ao played with an
entertainment troupe that was sponsored by the Elk€lub. We played at all
the military bases around D.C. | remember playing &Fort Meade and eating
dinner there that was served by German prisoners.

My brother and | used to talk about continuing in show business and
had a big change when we were selected to play aoshat the big movie
theatre in D.C. called the Capital Theatre. It wasthe place and time that
everyone in show business wanted to be chosen fo¥e were to play but
Henry got sick and had to go into the hospital. Sthat was off. When we
were in the Air Force one of our fellow soldiers wa the son of the guy that



ran the Palace in New York, “the” one place that esryone wanted to be
asked to perform nationally. But | got married just as we were going to get
out of the service - that and my brother meeting s future wife and moving
to Penn. That ended the act. More on the service gariences later.

We did get to play on some ‘network’ TV shows. We dd been doing a
weekly show on the DuPont Network (WTTG) and did tle “Ted Mack” show
in New York and won first place (we each got a sufor the win). We also did
a talent show that Arlene Francis hosted from New ¥rk. We didn’t win that
one — a girl singer did. There were other local giws in D.C. that we
performed in and | remember winning one of them. Itwas a kind of show
that the audience wrote in their vote. | think my father got all the people
from his work to vote for us. He seldom went to theshows we did. He said it
made him nervous, so most of the time my mother wddi go. She even went
overseas with us a couple of times when we tookgs (mostly in the summer
as we were still in school). She used to carry theo accordions as they were
still heavy for us.

When the Korean War came we had a choice of beingafted, joining
up or going to college. We talked and decided toijthe Air Force. We knew
a number of Generals from doing shows and one nameswanson wanted us
to join up and be his orderly. But we decided to jm up and be members of
the Air Force Band. We enlisted around August. We ere driving to enlist in
the enlisting office that was across the Potomac ®ir on a Friday and when
we were crossing the bridge there was an accidenh@ we had to come back
home and would go on Monday to enlist. It might béate but when we went
on Monday it made us in the next shipment. | foundout later that if we
would have made it on Friday the group that did male it was sent to Seoul,
Korea and they all got killed. Fate?

We were sent to a base in upper New York and tookasic training
there. It was really cold and | remember being on gard duty one night and
almost froze. We did meet some nice people thereelven had a girl friend
named Ruth. She was really my first real girl frierd, but when we were
finished with training we were sent to D.C. to be ssigned. | found out that
they were asking for people to go to Iceland to fon a new band that would
be mostly a jazz band. | began to be interested ijazz and my experience in
Iceland sold me on jazz. | began to try and learna@ne jazz, mostly on the
piano and it was then that | really decided to beame more of a pianist then
accordionist. After our duty in Iceland we were setto Dayton Ohio and that
is where | met my first wife Arlene. She was workig at the base and | met
here when our dance band was playing for the serwcclub dance. We
seemed to get along and when we married in the lag¢w months of my
service we had decided that we would be living dowim D.C. (Mt. Rainier
Maryland really) | began going to Maryland University to study to be a band
teacher. When | was going to college Robin was borft was a hard birth and
after a long period of time she was finally born. By | was sure happy. She
was a beautiful baby and it gave me something to aly work for. To be able
to go to college and take care of a small familydot a job working 6 nights a



week — at first playing piano — but then thinking @ regular work the owner
of the nightclub | was playing at decided to changéhe music after awhile
and | took a job in his liquor store which was right next to the border
between Maryland and D.C. | worked for $90 a weekrbm about 5 to 11pm.
From 9:00 it was just busy all the time. Most of tle cab drivers from D.C.
came to the store as the liquor stores closed aa@d they wanted to pick up a
bottle for them or their customers. It was so busyhat you got no break for
two straight hours. But it was a regular job until | graduated from college. |
worked there for about 3 years. From 1955 to 1958worked there. In 1958 |
began teaching band at Hyattsville Junior High. | emember taking over for
a lady band director who had very bad discipline. I1soon had the band
playing great and the discipline was real good ash¢ band began to have
pride in how good they were. We received a “1” rahg (the best) and we
became the best Jr. High band I think, in the stat®f Maryland. We received
another “1” the next year. The third year, after Greg and Kevin had come
along, we were playing for the state contest and g1 as we were warming up |
got a phone call from home and Kevin had cut hisgi on the coffee table and
| went back home to take him to the hospital. He dgstitches and some plastic
surgery at the hospital. | took Kevin home then andvent back to the contest.
The band was on the floor and was just about playip | was very close to my
students and | was upset about Kevin and the bandnew that and they were
also upset, as they had met the kids during a comtet my school. Well, We
were playing a Bach Fugue that we had performed mantimes before even
getting a "1"at a previous contest, and when we beg playing | could hear
that the band was not playing in their usual perfet style. In a Fugue the
various parts of the band would come in at variousimes. When you play a
Fugue and miss an entrance it is bad news. Well,elg did miss an entrance, |
can’t remember if it was that | cued at a wrong tine or that they came in too
soon, but it was as disaster. We settled down aftéinat and played two other
songs okay, but the damage was done and we didnt @ourse get a “1”. But
the band didn’t seem to be bothered. All they wantto know was how Kevin
was. | still get phone calls and emails from my oldband members. | still
remember many of their names. It was the best banthat | even had in my
years of teaching. When | went back to D.C. some ges after | left the
school, | appeared on a jazz radio program. Whilehte program was on the
station received 9 phone calls from my old band mebers after some 30
years had past.

When | started in college my folks had finished thie basement into an
apartment for my family. We had a bed room that wasnclosed by a curtain;
a front room that had a piano in it; a big kitchenand a smaller bedroom for
Robin. From the beginning it was a hard situationUnfortunately my mother
would come down from the upstairs a little too ofta. My wife Arlene, and
her didn’t get along. It was time for us to move. lhad been paying on a few
lots in Venice, Florida. My father bought it from me that gave me the money
to put down on a nice little house with a big lotn College Park, Md. near the
college. After a few years in the house | found atger place in Berwyn, Md.



It was an old and very large house. We moved the@nd each of the kids had
a room of their own. Our family enlarged with the kirth of Amy. | even had a
large office with a big picture window. Above my ofice was a large room we
used as a guest room. | can remember building a ain the dining room and
put in French doors to the living room. The livingroom had a nice fire place
and a bay window. The kitchen was also very largéJpstairs there were four
bed room and another room above the entrance of thbouse (which | later
build a screen porch on) | was making it into anoter bedroom. There was
even an attic that ran the complete length of the duse. Around the house |
made a big fence (front yard) that was there so th&ids wouldn’'t go away
and it kept them in the yard when they played outsle. It was in this house
that | was very happy. The kids seemed to be happgxcept that my wife was
becoming more moody. It was in this house that | nge a bunch of wooden
toys for the kids that | gave them for Christmas. W were still not really
great in my income but | did manage to provide a gad life for my family.
But my wife was becoming more ‘moody’ and | remembesitting down with
here on the white leather couch and trying to workthings out. | had been
very successful in my teaching career and was beging to get a good
reputation as one of the best band leaders in théage. | was Vice Pres. Of the
State band group and editor of the small paper weut out each month. After
getting my Masters degree at Catholic Univ., | wasisked to teach the band
there. | was also going to teach other classes baftter my talk with my wife
on the couch | decided to move to California as thavas where her family
was. | thought that it might help our marriage. | was giving up a very
successful career and a reputation locally but | wa thinking of my family
first so we sold the house and moved to CA. | had ade a friend with the
band director at UCLA and he told me that if ever |wanted to move to CA
he would get a job for me there. He had heard my @odwind quintet at a
contest he was judging and was very impressed by group of Jr. High
students playing in a woodwind quintet. (Usually astudent of that level
didn’t play an oboe or bassoon very well but my kid were exceptions and the
5 in the group were really outstanding.

Well we moved to CA and after staying a while witther family | took
a job in teaching band at Laguna High School. We ind a house in El Toro
and moved in. The house is still there today but wth a lot more money then
we paid for it.

The job in Laguna was okay but it was more of an drtown then a
musical one. As usual | worked hard and my hard wdk paid off. The band
was really doing well and it was being mentioned ithe paper almost every
issue. The superintendent was the jealous type andesented all the
mentioning in the paper about me and the band. | héia meeting with him
with a representative of the teacher’s union and iwvas agreed that | would
try not to get too much public notice. | didn’t think | could change my
teaching ways nor did | want to. The band was thealk of the town. To get
money for uniforms and music | developed what wasotbe called “Patriots
Day,” in Feb. We worked on getting a parade on thatay and it was a huge



success. We had a lot of bands and marching unitsié the owner of Nott’s
Berry Farm brought his liberty bell and took part i n the parade. We also had
some Hollywood stars that came down to help with # celebration. John
Wayne was going to come but they didn’t finish thenovie he was working on
in time. Well to make a long story short, our celetation of American
patriotic feeling was sent to the Valley Forge Foutation and the town won
an award for the celebration. | was presented witta medal and a certificate
as teacher of the year.

Also one year while in Laguna Beach | conducted tlefestive called
“Festive of the Masters.” It was for 6 weeks and \d Schoen wrote the first
original musical score for the Pageant. | was redionored to be chosen — Vic
had union trouble and could not conduct. | had gondo the producer and
volunteered my help in any way. | was really surpised when | was called in
to conduct. | decided to leave Laguna and after t&lng it over with my wife
we decided to move to Cherry Valley. | found a jobn Yucca Valley Jr. High
and High School. | had to drive a lot of miles fromour house in Cherry
Valley but was willing to do so as that was what myife wanted. But the job
was a bad one; they had very few band students anid was not very
rewarding-teacher wise or music wise. | decided that was not for me and |
took a job at a local military school, teaching reglar subjects to the students.
In the meantime my marriage was then finished. It vas hell living in the
same house with my wife. It was affecting the kidend | decided — after
about 12 years of marriage to call it quits. | wastill young and thought that
| would be getting the kids because of my wife’s #bits.” But | was wrong.
The judge didn’t even listen to the problem as intiose days the wife always
got the kids. The court said | would get to have t kids every other week |
think. Well, the ex-wife would not let the kids cone with me and | went back
to court to make her do what the papers said she ehld do. When | came
one weekend the house was empty. Everyone was goimethe garage was a
big pile of burnt stuff. It was all my papers and hings. They were all burnt —
books, pictures, etc. | didn’t know where to turn.l got a job in Covina
teaching at Ruddick Jr. High and Royal Oak High whth was a good one. |
then began playing at the “Alpine” Restaurant withtwo friends, a drummer
and a bass player. It was there that | met Heidi (y second wife). She and a
friend had come one night and | got to talking andsoon we were dating. She
had divorced her first husband and | soon found outhat we got along well
with one exception. She had began to look into otheeligions and finally
ended up with her own guru and that was the beginmig of a ‘weird’
experience with her becoming a fanatic about thisew culture and soon was
into it much deeper then | think was good for herlt began soon after getting
married and we moved into an old Mexican type housaear Puddingstone
Lake. | had been teaching at Covina for about 4 yea and all the time was
playing with my trio 4 times a week during school ad 6 nights during
summer. It was a very successful engagement. | rember Greg, who had
come to live with me, used to come on some weekeridshear the group. He
had phoned me from Rochester New York, where my fat wife had moved to



(without me knowing where they were). | don’'t knowhow | first found them
there. | did know she talked about having a friendfrom her childhood that
lived in Rochester. Somehow | decided to take a feweeks off and make a
trip to Rochester after finishing my PhD work in Venice Florida. | went to
the Catholic Church and inquired. At first, the secetary didn’t help but |
somehow convinced her to tell me about if they werthere. They were. The
priest arranged a meeting of the kids but they wereso into the influence of
their mother that they didn’t want to come with me. So | left, Heidi and |
driving back to CA. | later found out that Greg and Kevin tried to reach me
and wanted to come back with me. But, it was not tbe.

While | was teaching at Covina, Heidi and | had segrated and then
got back together. We had married at the Puddingstoe house. We took a
trip together up to Montana as | heard about a cokge job there. Well, | got
the job and | bought a big moving truck along withtwo trailers and Heidi,
me, Greg and her two kids Chris and Erick. We droveup to Montana and
began a life there. | taught there for 3 years ancgain was very successful
but the same trouble, when one person is so sucdesst makes the other
teachers work harder to even be accepted. One Engfii professor tried to
make out with Heidi and there was trouble as she dn’t accept his advances.
She didn't tell me who it was at first. But one tine | had to go to a meeting in
a nearby town and | was to get back in time for a @nce the college president
was having that we were invited to. Well, the Ength professor was one of
the professors that made the trip (I rode in his cadown there). He was
married and had cheated on his wife before and heedided to stay there the
night as he met another woman. | of course didn’t ant to stay but | had no
way home. It was like 110 miles away. Well, after inissed the dance, Heidi
called this guys wife and told him about things. Whn we got back his wife
really gave it to him. She told him about Heidi andvhat she had said. Well, it
was this professor that decided whether the profeess in his department
should get tenure. Of course he didn’t give it to m so | was out of a good job
that | was really successful at and had to look foranother job. In the
meantime Heidi decided to go back to CA. She wasdubled mentally and
her religion was really getting ‘wacky.” So | was here in Montana, with
Greg. | had met many musicians in Montana and so formed a Music
conservatory in Whitefish, Montana. The first two years it was very
successful — so successful that some of the teachenostly the teachers of
dance and ballet — after me paying for P.R. etc. liasuch a good enrollment
that she, after two years, decided to open her owschool. It was found that
the success of the conservatory the college beganaffer more classes in the
arts. The conservatory was not a state sponsoredsiitution and it could not
give college credit. Well, after a very successfuWwo years and classes not
only in music, but ballet, drama, art, and a clasg taught in the history of
early Hollywood films, | decided to close the placand with Greg, we moved
to Seattle with the bass player | had in my jazz grups. After | left the college
| formed a trio with a singer and we played at a pce called the “Oriental
Express.” A nightclub that had two railroad cars on each side with a



restaurant in the middle. We worked there on the wekends and on Sunday
had a jam session. Each Sunday they would give usbaffet before the jam
and the jam lasted about 4 hours. The place was pead. They couldn’t fit in
anymore people. It was a real swinging time. Afteawhile the local ski resort
heard us and offered us a job there. We decided take it as it was for more
nights and we could ski free. During the time in Matana | had learned to ski
and loved it. | really miss skiing but I'm a little old for it now.

It didn’t go well in Seattle as we couldn’t find ggs. So | took a job at a
school on Orcas Island, near Seattle. You had to ka a ferry to the island
and | didn’t enjoy the job. It was just a job until | found something else.

Well, Greg decided to go to college in Eugene, Oreg so | moved
down to Carmel and began playing at the Holiday Innthere. While there |
met Clint Eastwood who used to come in for dinnerarious times during the
month. | was living in a small apartment in Carmel.After awhile | decided to
take a vacation down to see my mother in New Orlean| had been interested
in jazz history and was doing an essay and when lag in New Orleans | met
Don Marquis who had just written a book on Buddy Bdden. | thought that
New Orleans was the place | think that | wanted tde at this time so | moved
there. | met all kinds of people doing work on thehistory of early jazz and
Don asked me to write an article about some of theesearch | was beginning
to do. | wrote 4 articles on the plantation bandsn Plaquemines Parish and
they were published in the New Orleans Jazz Club’smonthly magazine the
“Second Line.” After their publication | heard that a jazz writer in London
had read my articles and wrote that "there is a newjazz historian in New
Orleans that is opening up new avenues in jazz hat,” | then decided to
devote my live to jazz research. | have, some 20ays later, published more
then 50 books on early jazz and many jazz articlesn most of the leading
music magazines of today.

After staying with my mother in her apartment for a few months |
moved over to the North Shore of Lake Pontchartrainand began working at
a place called “Friends.” | had a trio of two greatguys, one now playing with
the Dukes of Dixie. We stayed there about 5 yearbgeing accepted by the
customers and the place was packed every night wéaged. We even had a
late night jazz performance on Saturday nights from12 to 3. Al Belletto the
great New Orleans sax player joined the trio and wéad some wild sessions.
While on the North Shore | formed two bands: The Nahshore Big Band
and the Musica Jazz Antiqua, both of which were ver successful. (| had a
very successful big band at the college.)

From a rented place | moved to a great house in Ata Springs and
after the owners of “Friends” sold the place | movd to the French
restaurant “La Province.” It was one of the classyplaces and was considered
one of the top 10 restaurants around New Orleans.played there four nights
a week. They had build a new room with a fire plagecomfortable chairs and
couches and got a grand piano for me to play on.stayed there for about 4 or
5 years and it was there that | met Lynne my 8 wife on a New Years Eve
night. Her son had brought here there for the holidhy and it was love at first



sight. But it was not to be a happy relationship, ven after being married.
After about 2 years after meeting and marring herthe situation at home was
too hard for me to continue so | asked her to go t@alifornia with me but she
did not go. | left still loving her but having to get away from the situation
which had become too hard for me to remain in.
(I know that I am leaving some ‘stuff’ out but it is hard to remember every
thing perfectly or time wise or accurately.)

| stayed with Greg and his wife Constance for awke until I moved
out near Chris and stayed in a trailer he had untill found a piano playing gig
up in the nearby mountains, playing a number of moths in various places
until | settled down at the “Chateau Gourmet” in Crestline. | stayed there for
about 5 years — until the place burnt down. | formd the Lake Arrowhead
Early Jazz Band when | moved up on the mountain andve made a CD
entitled “The Cakewalk,” It was during this time in 2002 that my book “Jazz
in Print” was published by Pendragon Press. It was collection of early jazz
magazine articles that | had collected over a pertbof some 20 years. (Check
my web site (www.basinstreet.com for my other books and music
arrangements. Greg is my webmaster and in my eyeshs a genius at it. All
my books now are on discs and sell all over the widy especially in Europe.
| have been living in a small town in the mountaingalled Arrowbear. It has
been 8 years and | now own the house. My son andshwife Constance live
down in the valley below and | get to see him mostvery week as he comes to
visit. They own a small cottage just a block awaydm mine.

Time Line

1932 (August 24) Born



1950 — Graduated from McKinley Tech High School
1951-54 — U.S. Air Force — Samson Base, Wash. D, ICeland,
Dayton Ohio to discharge

1955 — 1958 — Univ. of Maryland

1958 — 1962 — Hyattsville Jr. High

1961 - 1965 — Eastern Jr. High

1966 — 1968 — Laguna Beach High

1968 — 1969 - Yucca Valley High School

1969 — 1973 — Ruddock Jr. High & Royal Oak High

1972 — 1975 — Flathead Comm. College

1975 — 1976 — Glazier Conservatory.

1977 — 1979 — Seattle and Teaching on Orcas Island
1980 - Playing at Holiday Inn in Carmel, CA

1980 — 1999 — New Orleans — playing piano and reselaing
1981 — 1985 — Boothville High School

1999 — 2007 - Running Springs, CA















