Air Force Career — 1950-1955

After graduating High School in 1950 my brother aml | joined the U.
S. Air Force in 1951. The generals, etc. we had mduring our USO tours
wanted us to be assigned to them as special helpeBait wanting to continue
our show biz career we joined and were sent to Sarspn Air Force Base in
upper New York. After that we were assigned togetheto Westover Air
Force Base in Mass. We were in ‘special servicesid entertainment section
of the service but soon transferred to the base banwhere we would get to
play more music. When | heard that the Air Force wa going to send a new
jazz band to Iceland | decided that | wanted to gas there were some great
jazz musicians such as Bill Berry that were also gog. We were transferred
to Andrews Air Force base near Washington, D. C. ahafter a few months
there we traveled to Iceland. There we played for ahcing and | learned
more about jazz from the musicians in the band. Weften played shows off
base mostly for the base commander who often gavéptbmatic parties and
used us for entertainment. We traveled all over Idand, even far north where
we played in the middle of a warmed swimming poolrad had the communist
write about our appearance. After our tour was overwe were sent to Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base and were discharged therso end my Air Force
career.




You could say that this was the beginning of my wiing career
but my work did not do in the direction of fiction but of factual
research. | did later write a novel but the bulk ofmy writing is on
jazz history. | entered this contest as a dare fronmy brother
Henry and was very surprised when | got T place.

3 Westoverites Win in AF Short Stery Contest

Westover —

parlayed a night- e into a przze
winning story when he used the
plot of a dream as the heart of a
seience-fiction tale, which, this
week, was named as the top entry
n the Westover AFB phase of the
Air Force Short Story

- picked as the.

as assured

‘lof an entry in the Mzhtary Air
Transport Service contest, His
story, “The Battle of Nature,” will
be read along with other winming
entries from MATS bases.
‘The story, which followed along
conventional science-fiction lines,
2 's first literary effort
and was put into the contest when
he accepted a dare from his broth-

_t:mzmphed over the b

{which will
tMATS Hgq., were won by A/30 Wil-

er, Henry, also stationed here.

“I never thought it would win,”
remarked Eoemig after receiving
his $15 prize from Col. Peter AL
Blate, 1600th Air Base Group CO,
who presented the awards to the
ﬂedglmg' authors.

, better known as a mem-
ber of the Koenig Brothers accor-
dion duo, has been a member of the
Air Force since September 1951 and
is currently assigned duty with the
730th Air Force Band.

Other contest winners were A1/C
Thomas Prendergast, Hq. Sq. 1600th
Air Transport Wing, who plac
second Wlth “Thursday Night,” a
story involving the trials and tribu-
lations of Thursday night shopping
and dinner with relatives on that
night.

Third place went to M/Sgt. Wal-
ter Patrick, NCOIC 1600th ABG
Personnel Services, who submitted
a story about two Air Force men
and the conflict that oecurred when
one tried to avenge the death of
the other, killed during a2 bombing
mission over Germany. As was to
be expected, the Zoot “in the hero
ad and he
came through with fiying colors.

Fourth, fifth and sixth places,

will not be ferwar ed to

liam A. Morin, 1600th ABG; Lt.

Richard W. Paine, 1732d Air Tvac-

uation Sq., and T/Sgt. Elizabeth
Manchester, lﬁﬁoth WAF Sqa.




Introducting Corporal Karl Koenig with Corporal Hen ry.

That's us on a board crossing a hot spring swimmingool in northern
Iceland while in the Air Force. | pretended to falland it got a gasp from the
crowd. In the morning communist newspaper they wrog that | fell in. In the
U.S. Armed Service paper it printed the truth. | fdt good that | had made a
mockery of the communist newspaper.






While in the Air Force | made my first (and last) acting appearance as the
Governor of Texas. | was to have a date with a ‘hbthick after the play but

after smoking a cigar as part of my role | got ‘dedly’ sick and couldn’t
make the date. Oh, | was very bad in my acting.



The Air Force had a talent contest that we entered/Ve played the “Light Calvary
Overture’ and did a good job, but didn’t win.









